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District Adopts New Rules for the Northeast Burnet County 

Trinity Aquifer Management Zone 

The Central Texas Groundwater Conservation District (District) has adopted new rules for the 

creation of the Northeast Burnet County Trinity Aquifer Management Zone following a deliberate 

and well documented public process. This work included multiple publicly noticed meetings, a 

stakeholder committee, and opportunities for written and verbal public comment. The District also 

held a well-attended public rule making hearing on January 23, 2026, where it received important 

feedback and adjusted the proposed rules accordingly. The rules became effective on January 23, 

2026. Materials from the entire process, including summaries and technical resources, are available 

on the District website and a copy of the rules is also available.  

Background 

The District established the Northeast Burnet County Trinity Aquifer Management Zone in 

response to hydrogeologic conditions indicating that the Trinity Aquifer in this area exhibits low 

transmissivity, generally modest to low well productivity, and minimal available drawdown in 

many locations. In some areas, water quality is already poor and may degrade further under 

increased drawdown conditions. 

In addition to these hydrogeologic conditions, high-density clusters of existing wells and numerous 

platted or approved subdivisions reliant on individual groundwater supplies suggest that declining 

water levels in local areas may affect future well yields. Simple predictive groundwater models 

confirm that local areas may be vulnerable. 

The combination of hydrogeologic conditions and increased pressure from local pumping 

demonstrated the need for a specialized management approach. This zone was created using the 

best available science, and the District will continue to refine its understanding through ongoing 

data collection, technical studies, and long-term monitoring. As additional information becomes 

available, the District may adjust its evaluations and management strategies to reflect observed 

aquifer conditions. 

Community Perspective 

Many longtime residents are familiar with the natural limitations of the Trinity Aquifer in this area 

and have noted that creating this management zone formalizes concerns they have recognized for 

years. For future residents, the key message is awareness and sustainability. The aquifer is a 

vulnerable resource, but with conservation-minded water use and thoughtful well design, it can 

remain a dependable source for many years. The District will continue monitoring and evaluating 

http://www.centraltexasgcd.org/
https://centraltexasgcd.org/groundwater-management/nbctamz/
https://centraltexasgcd.org/about/district-rules/
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conditions and may adjust its approach as needed. Some additional management tools, particularly 

those involving oversight of exempt wells, require legislative authorization. 

Zone Map 
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