regory M. Ells

Attorney at Law
LEGISLATIVE REPRESENTATION SERVICES AGREEMENT

THIS AGREEMENT is entered into as of the date this Agreement is signed by and
between GREGORY M. ELLIS (hereinafter “Conitractor™) and the BLANCO PEDERNALES
GROUNDWATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT (hereinafter referred to as “Client”).

Client hereby retains Contractor to provide contract services on the following terms and
conditions:

L Upon request by Client to Contractor and from time to time during the term hereof,
Contractor shall perform the services in Section 8 of this Agreement and such other similar and

appurtenant duties as may be reasonably required to complete such services.

2. In the performance of all services hereunder:

(@) Contractor shall be deemed to be and shall be an independent Contractor
and as such shall not be entitled to any benefits applicable to employees of the Client.

(b) Contractor shall comply with all applicable federal and state laws and
regulations, including, but not limited to, Chapter 305 of the Local Government Code (“Chapter
305).

(c) Contractor shall register as a lobbyist representing the Client’s interests with
the Texas Ethics Commission under Chapter 305.

3. Potential Conflicts of Interest. This paragraph provides notice that Contractor
represents other Clients throughout Texas, as evidenced by registration at the Texas Ethics
Commission. One purpose of this section 18 to confirm that Client is entering into this engagement
with full knowledge of ongoing representation by Contractor of other Clients. A complete list of
such clients is attached hereto as Exhibit A and incorporated herein by reference. At this time,
Contractor is unaware of any conflicts of interest that exist by nature of representation of Client
for the work identified herein and the ongoing representation of these other Clients. Contractor
agrees to fully comply with all provisions and requirements of Section 305.028, Government Code.

In the event of any failure by Contractor to comply with the provisions and requirements of Section
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305.028, Government Code, Client may immediately terminate this Agreement. If a conflict arises
as a result of the representation of Client and any of the other Clients, or if multiple representations
properly accepted develops into a conflict, Contractor shall promptly withdraw from one or more

representations to the extent necessary to resolve the conflict.

4. The information and knowledge divulged to Contractor by Client or which
Contractor acquires in connection with or as a result of his services hereunder shall be regarded by
Contractor as confidential. During or after the term of this Agreement, Contractor shall not use
any confidential information, nor shall he disclose such to any person except as otherwise

authorized by Client.

5. Contractor recognizes that all records and copies of records concerning the
operations of Client made or received by Contractor during the term of this Agreement are and
shall be the property of Client exclusively, and Contractor shall keep the same at all times in its
custody and subject to its control, and surrender the same upon request of Client or the termination

of this Agreement.

6. This Agreement shall be effective as of January 1, 2022, and shall continue through
December 31, 2023.

7. Client agrees to pay Contractor a total of Fifty-six thousand four hundred dollars
($56,400) total contract amount as a professional services fee. The contract amount may be paid
in equal monthly increments or as agreed to by the parties.

8. Contractor will perform the following services:

(a) Monitor status of legislation in the Texas Senate and Texas House of
Representatives, and monitor legislative committee hearings and reports related to Client or
Client’s activities.

(b) Provide the Client with timely reports on the status of legislation, political
environment and trends relative to the Client.

()  Assist client in preparing information and providing that information to

appropriate legislative committees during the legislative interim.
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(d) Seek the position of the Client with respect to legislation and, following
development and implementation of the Client’s position, communicate the Client’s position to

legislators and legislative committees, while complying with all applicable laws and regulations.

9 Any notices or communications required hereunder shall be in writing addressed as
follows:
If to Clients: Ron Fieseler, General Manager
Blanco-Pedernales Groundwater Conservation
District
P.O. Box 1516

Johnson City, TX 78636

If to Contractor; Gregory M. Ellis
Phone: 713-705-4861
Email: greg@gmellis.law
2104 Midway Court
League City TX 77573
10.  Client agrees to inform Contractor if Client retains either directly or indirectly, any
other person to perform Legislative Representation Services in Texas on behalf of the Client.
Contractor agrees to reasonably cooperate with all such persons in the Client's representation to

avoid duplication of efforts or conflicting positions.

11.  This contract constitutes the entire Agreement and understanding between the
parties, and any amendment thereto must be in writing signed by both parties. The Client warrants
it is paying for the performance of this contract from current budgeted funds and will budget funds
to pay for each subsequent fiscal year this Agreement continues. The Client agrees that it 1s paying

fair compensation for the services rendered.

12.  This Agreement shall be governed by and construed, and interpreted in accordance
with the laws of the State of Texas. This Agreement contains the entire Agreement and
understanding between the parties concerning the subject matter hereof and supersedes all prior

discussions and writings with respect thereto.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this Agreement as of the

}@day of

2022.

Blanco-Pedernales Groundwater Conservation
District

GM Ellis Law Firm PC

By/&Z-—, S S

M Ellis
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INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT

Original Adoption April 12,2022

This Interlocal Agreement (Agreement) is entered into between the undersigned
Groundwater Conservation Districts (Participating Districis) for purposes of sharing the
costs of hiring the GM Ellis Law Firm, PC. (Ellis Law Firm), to provide legislative
representation services for the Participating Districts during the 2022 - 2023 Texas
Legislative season as described in the attached Legislative Representation Services
Agreement (Attachment A).

Each Partlclpatmg District agrees to the following:

1. The Blanco-Pedernales Groundwater Conservation Districi (BPGCD) will
be the lead district for administrative purposes. The BPGCD will be
responsible for signing the Legislative Representation Services Agreement
with the Ellis Law Firm.

2. BPGCD General Manager, Ronald G. Fieseler (Fieseler) will be the single
point of contact between the Participating District and Ellis Law Firm.
Each participating district shall designate a single point of contact for all
commuiiications between that district and Fieseler. All legisiative related
questions, specific legislative requests, or other necessary communications
from Participating Districts will be forwarded to the Ellis Law Firm via
Fieseler. Ellis Law Firm has the option of directly contacting any
Participating District to discuss or address issues unique to that specific
District.

3. Invoices for services rendered by the Ellis Law Firm will be received by
the BPGCD. The BPGCD will create separate invoices based on equal
shares and distribute them to each Participating District. Each district will
pay their individual share by check and mail it to the BPGCD. Upon
receiving checks from Participating Districts, the BPGCD will record the
payment and mail the check to the Ellis Law Firm. Participating Districts
may make quarterly, bi-annual, or annual payments.

4. All reports email, information, text messages provided by the Ellis Law
Firm will be received by Fieseler and forwarded to the Participating
Districts in a timely manner.

Each Participating District shall, by Board Resolution, or by motion as reflected
in the minutes, adopt this Agreement, and forward a copy of the signed resolution to the
BPGCD.

By execution of this Agreement, the Participating Districts agree to comply with
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Legislative Representation Services Agreement (Attachment A) with the Blanco
Pedernales Groundwater Conservation District.
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The term of this Agreement shall commence on the 12th day of April, 2022 and
shall continue in full force and effect until the 3 1st day of December, 2023.



This Agreement may be amended or terminated by two-thirds vote of the

Participating Districts of the Agreement.

This Agreement is entered into and executed in the State of Texas and all

questions pertaining to its validity or construction shall be determined in accordance with

laws of the State of Texas.

In case any provision of this Agreement is held illegal or invalid for any reason,
said illegality or invalidity shall not affect the remaining provisions of this Agreement,

This Interlocal Agreement has been approved and adopted by Resolution or by
motion as reflected in the minutes of the Board of Directors of each of the following
Participating Districts; the adoption of which is so indicated by the undersigned Board
President , the General Manager, or the President's Designee of each Participating
District and by a copy of each District's Resolution or copy of the minutes being provided

to the BPGCD.

Blanco-Pedernales Groundwater Conservation District Date
Central Texas Groundwater Conservation District Date
Cow Creek Groundwater Conservation District Date
Hays Trinity Groundwater Conservation District Date
T e -z S22 22
Hemphill Cefuity Underground Water Conservation District Date




This Agreement may be amended or terminated by two-thirds vote of the
Participating Districts of the Agreement.

This Agreement is entered into and executed in the State of Texas and all

questions pertaining to its validity or construction shall be determined in accordance with
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In case any provision of this Agreement is held illegal or invalid for any reason,
said illegality or invalidity shall not affect the remaining provisions of this Agreement.

This Interlocal Agreement has been approved and adopted by Resolution or by
motion as reflected in the minutes of the Board of Directors of each of the following
Participating Districts; the adoption of which is so indicated by the undersigned Board
President , the General Manager, or the President's Designee of each Participating
District and by a copy of each District's Resolution or copy of the minutes being provided
to the BPGCD.

Blanco-Pedernales Groundwater Conservation District Date
Central Texas Groundwater Conservation District Date
Cow Creek Groundwater Conservation District Date
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Hemphill County Underground Water Conservation District Date



This Agreement may be amended or terminated by two-thirds vote of the
Participating Districts of the Agreement.

This Agreement is entered into and executed in the State of Texas and all
questions pertaining to its validity or construction shall be determined in accordance with
laws of the State of Texas.

In case any provision of this Agreement is held illegal or invalid for any reason,
said illegality or invalidity shall not affect the remaining provisions of this Agreement.

This Interlocal Agreement has been approved and adopted by Resolution or by
motion as reflected in the minutes of the Board of Directors of each of the following
Participating Districts; the adoption of which is so indicated by the undersigned Board
President , the General Manager, or the President’s Designee of each Participating
District and by a copy of each District's Resolution or copy of the minutes being provided
to the BPGCD.
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Central Texas Grtégdwater Conservation District Date
Cow Creek Groundwater Conservation District Date
Hays Trinity Groundwater Conservation District Date

Hemphill County Underground Water Conservation District Date



This Agreement may be amended or terminated by two-thirds vote of the
Participating Districts of the Agreement.

This Agreement is entered into and executed in the State of Texas and all
questions pertaining to its validity or construction shall be determined in accordance with
laws of the State of Texas.

In case any provision of this Agreement is held illegal or invalid for any reason,
said illegality or invalidity shall not affect the remaining provisions of this Agreement.

This Interlocal Agreement has been approved and adopted by Resolution or by
motion as reflected in the minutes of the Board of Directors of each of the following
Participating Districts; the adoption of which is so indicated by the undersigned Board
President , the General Manager, or the President's Designee of each Participating
District and by a copy of each District's Resolution or copy of the minutes being provided
to the BPGCD.
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Blanco-Pedernales Groundwater Conservation District Date
Central Texas Groundwater Conservation District Date
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Cow Creek Groundwater@on District Date

Hays Trinity Groundwater Conservation District Date

Hemphill County Underground Water Conservation District Date
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